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Dr. James P. Sikora
Professor of Sociology 
Recipient of The Pantagraph Award 
for Teaching Excellence — 2007 
James Sikora grew up on the rougher side of Chicago in the 1940s. He watched 
friends and family members struggle daily with the difficulties of their lives, leaving 
him with a quiet desire to understand more about people and the troubles they face. 
 Admitting he was never much of a student, stints in the Marines and managing 
Kroger stores gave Dr. Sikora the confidence to attend classes at George Williams 
College in Chicago. His goal was to work with youth, maybe assist them to avoid the dangers of the streets, as orga-
nizations like the Boy Scouts had done for him years ago. At George Williams he met a sociology professor, who 
inspired him to continue his education and pointed him toward Southern Illinois University. 
 In 1968, Professor Sikora graduated from SIU with a bachelor’s degree in sociology and political science. 
His work earned him a fellowship to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he earned his mas-
ter’s degree and Ph.D. in sociology in 1970 and 1972. During his time at the U of I, Dr. Sikora taught courses at 
Parkland Community College, and realized he enjoyed the chance to teach and to learn from his own students. 
 Taking a position at the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga in 1973, Dr. Sikora made a promise to himself 
to contribute to the community as he taught. While at Tennessee, he taught courses at the Walker Correctional 
Institution in Rock Springs, Ga., served on the mayor’s human relations council, and assisted the juvenile courts. 
Ever active in the community, he wrote grants, organized workshops and gave presentations on crime in America, 
community-police relations and volunteering. One grant resulted with bringing the Rev. Jesse Jackson’s PUSH pro-
gram to Chattanooga. 
 Professor Sikora brought that drive with him to Illinois Wesleyan University in 1979, when he accepted the 
position as chair of the Department of Sociology. Here, he has shaped the curriculum, faculty and philosophy of 
the department and is known for his active community involvement and his dedication to his students. Along 
with Illinois Wesleyan Professor of Political Science James Simeone, Dr. Sikora established the Action Research 
Center in 2003, pairing students with community partners. The Center immerses students in community-wide 
work to gain skills which integrate with the theoretical information of the classroom. Projects range from gathering 
information on the area’s homeless population to helping move a historic one-room schoolhouse to save it from 
destruction and to continue using it to educate school children. 
 In keeping with the promise to himself to live as he teaches, Professor Sikora also works actively in the com-
munity. Along with assisting on projects for not-for-profit organizations such as PATH, Habitat for Humanity, 
Heartland Head Start and the Unity Community Center, Dr. Sikora is a prolific grant-writer. He is sought by many 
community leaders, such as the Bloomington Police, for whom he gained a grant for a community-policing pro-
gram in 1994. 
 Respected both personally and professionally at Illinois Wesleyan, Dr. Sikora was named chair of the 
American Sociological Association’s Committee on Teaching for 1991-92. He was president of the Illinois 
Sociological Association in 1986. 
 Though his efforts continue with hands-on work, his main focus is the classroom. Professor Sikora attributes 
his love of teaching to an endless curiosity. His students revel in his countless stories and his ability to reveal them 
to different environments with kindness, wit and humor. 
 Excellence in teaching is a hallmark of Illinois Wesleyan. The Pantagraph Award was established to recognize 
this strength and to honor one faculty member at this occasion who brings spirit, passion and scholarship to the art 
of teaching. Today we honor James Sikora.
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This program is dedicated to the Class of 2007
and
to students who have earned scholastic and activity honors.
Presiding—Scott Simons ’07, Class President
 Prelude & Processional (please stand during Processional)
 Two Ayres for Cornetts and Sackbuts  ........................................................................................................John Adson
  (1587-1640)
 David Banas ’08, trumpet; Amy LeClercq ’08, trumpet; Casey Brant ’07, trumpet;
Jessica Seils ’08, horn; Matthew Luhn ’10, trombone; Don Killinger ’09, tuba
 Invocation (remain standing) ....................................................................................................Charlene Carruthers ’07 
 Welcome .................................................................................................................................................... Scott Simons ’07
 Recognition of Student Honors ........................................................................................................Roger H. Schnaitter
   Associate Provost
 Presentation of The Technos Prize..........................................................................................................Makiko Tanaka
   President, Tanaka Memorial Foundation
 Recognition of Academic Honors .................................................................................................................. Zahia Drici
   President of Phi Kappa Phi and 
   Professor of Mathematics
   Sara Freeman
   President of Phi Beta Kappa and  
   Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts
 Tribute to Retiring Faculty .............................................................................................................Beth A. Cunningham
   Provost and Dean of the Faculty 
 Presentation of Speaker ........................................................................................................................ Richard F. Wilson
   President 
 Address ........................................................................................................................................................ James P. Sikora
  “Social Capital and the New Individualism” Professor of Sociology 
 Presentation of The Pantagraph Award for Teaching Excellence - 2007 ........................................................ LJ Lusk
   Community Relations Director, The Pantagraph
 Presentation of Previous Honorees for Teaching Excellence ...........................................................President Wilson
 Announcement of 2008 Honoree for Teaching Excellence .....................................................  Provost Cunningham
 Alma Wesleyana (please stand and join in singing) ...........................................................J. Scott Ferguson, Organist
   Professor of Music
   National Hymn
   George William Warren
   (1828-1902)
  From hearts aflame, our love we pledge to thee,
  Where’er we wander, over land or sea;
  Through time unending loyal we will be—
  True to our Alma Mater, Wesleyan.
   – Professor W. E. Schultz
    (1887-1964)
 Benediction (remain standing) .................................................................................................... Shannon O’Rourke ’07
 Recessional and Postlude .....................................................................................................................Whole Lotta Brass
   Selections from Water Music George Frideric Handel 
   (1685-1759)
When college days are fully past and gone,
While life endures, from twilight dream till dawn,
Grandly thy soul shall with us linger on—
Star-crowned, our Alma Mater, Wesleyan!
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PHI KAPPA PHI 1922
National scholastic honorary for stu-





















































PHI BETA KAPPA 2000
Undergraduate honors organization 
fostering and recognizing excellence in 
the liberal arts and sciences
◊ Carol Ambrose ’08
† Erin Anderson ’07
◊ Jeffrey Armstrong ’07
◊ Laura Arnold ’07
◊ Craig Bajko ’07
◊ Kathleen Baker ’08
◊ Ashvin Baru ’07
◊ Shannon Baumer ’07
† Patrick Beary ’07
◊ Yaroslav Bodnar ’07 
◊ Ian Cohen ’07
† Leslie Coleman ’07
◊ Erin Crawley ’07
◊ Molly Doran ’07
◊ Vasiliki Dremonas ’08
† Kelly Feder ’07
† Anne Fell ’07
† Lucas Gullickson ’07
† Charles Haugland ’07
◊ Jessica Jacoby ’08 
◊ Melissa Koeppen ’07
◊ Monika Krezalek ’07
† Todd Kumler ’07
◊ Taylar Kuzniar ’07
◊ Erica Laughlin ’07
◊ Milos Martinov ’07
◊ Bernardino Mendez ’07
◊ Megan Mondi ’07
◊ Karrin Musich ’07
◊ Michelle Negwer ’07
◊ Matthew Nelson ’07
† Jaclyn Nesbitt ’07
◊ Ikenna Odinaka ’08
◊ Daniel O’Keefe ’07
◊ Michael O’Keefe ’07
◊ Karen Petersen ’07
◊ Jessica Pryor ’08
◊ Amanda ReCupido ’07
◊ Marylee Richardson ’08
◊ Kelly Sanderson ’07
◊ Jessica Scates ’07
◊ Renee Scherer ’08
◊ Erik Schuessler ’07
◊ Kathryn Sentman ’07
◊ Mike Serra ’07
◊ Rachel Shulman ’07
◊ Rachel Slough ’07
◊ Ryan Smith ’07
◊ Brett Strand ’07
◊ Hayley Strege ’08
◊ Jennifer Strobel ’08
◊ Nicholas Timme ’08
† Emma Wear ’07
◊ Rebecca Welzenbach ’07
◊ Anne Wilkinson ’07
◊ Sarah Ziebart ’07
† Kristen Zomparelli ’07

































Arthur William Hinners 
and Louise Hinners Sipfle 
Poetry Prize presented by The 
























Andrew E. Russo M.D.  
Memorial Award
Justin Ernat ’07





Frances D. Alikonis  
Memorial Award
Erica Sierszulski ’09
Alumnae Association of the 
Brokaw Hospital School for 
Nurses Scholarship
Jessica Brown ’08
Patricia Giese Memorial 
Scholarship
Kimberly Wolski ’08
Mary D. Shanks Scholarship 
Established by Upsilon Pi 
Alumni Chapter of Alpha  
Tau Delta
Kimberly Wolski ’08
Sara M. Stevenson Memorial 
Scholarship 
Clare Aileen Goebel ’10
Technos International 
Prize
Patrick Beary ’07 
HONORARIES
Alpha Kappa Delta





















Pedro E. Oliveros Memorial 
Award in International Studies
Anne Fell ’07
Alpha Lambda Delta


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Timothy Van Dorn ’07






































































































































































































W.E. Schultz Award for Excellence in 
Media Management
Rebecca Welzenbach ’07











































National honorary for junior and 





































































































































































































































































































































National honorary society for the  






































Pi Sigma Alpha Awards for 




Community Service Award in  
Political Science 
Milos Martinov ’07






































































































































































 Haley Brown ’07
Vice President
 Melissa Koeppen ’07
Treasurer 
 Abby Sullivan ’08
Parliamentarian
 Dan Lubrano ’07
Commissioners 
Communications 
 Kelly Petrowski ’08
Entertainment 
 Sara Baldocchi ’08
Student Welfare and Human 
Relations 
 Derrick Tillman-Kelly ’09
Special Events
 Lauren Fischer ’08
Media
 Michael Conte ’07
Issues and Programming 
 Charlene Carruthers ’07
Media
Argus Editor  
 Amelia Benner ’09
WESN Manager 
 Ryan McGuire ’07
Titan TV Manager 
 Michael Gabriele ’07
 Eric Infanzon ’07
Ashley Wilson Award for Argus  
Staffer of the Year
 Daniel Armstrong ’08
Chairpersons, Special  
Campus Events
Homecoming
 Lauren Fischer ’08
 Lucas Gullickson ’07
 Mallory Whitlock ’07
Family Weekend
 Lauren Fischer ’08
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 Dave Dobosz ’06
 Nick Chilczenkowski ’06
Basketball
 Zach Freeman ’07
Cross Country
 Lane Coonrod ’08
Football
Defense: 
 Bo Osburn ’08
Offense: 
 Martin Ceisel ’09
Golf 2006
 Michael DeRuntz ’09
Soccer
Defense: 
 Matas Cyvas ’09
Offense: 
 Mark Opal ’07
Swimming
 Michael Kozak ’10
Tennis 2006
 Ryan Stitt ’06
Track 2006
 Matthew Harden ’08
Team Captains
Baseball
 Nick Chilczenkowski ’06
 Joe Howard ’06
Basketball
 Andrew Freeman ’07
 Zach Freeman ’07
Cross Country
 Lane Coonrod ’08
Football
 Steve Groetsema ’07
 Nicholas Iovino ’07
 Michael Mastro ’07
 Timothy Murray ’07
 Michael Stephens ’07
Golf
 Ryan Gumbel ’07
 Drew Kepple ’07
Soccer
 Benjamin Clemens ’07
 Christopher Miller ’07
Tennis
 Joseph Broucek ’07
 Adam Lombard ’07
Track
 Nicholas Burge ’07
 Michael Nicoletti ’07




 Mallory Heydorn ’09
Cross Country
 Mary Kate Gergel ’09
Golf 2006
 Ashley Higginson ’06
Soccer
 Tina Rodriguez ’09
Softball 2006
 Katie Frawley ’06
Swimming
 Angela Tomazin ’09
Tennis
 Alison Heim ’09
Track 2006
 Rachel Anderson ’08
 Melissa Harden ’06
Volleyball
 Jenna Passananti ’08
Team Captains
Basketball
 Mallory Heydorn ’09
Cross Country
 Mary Ellen Barron ’08
 Megan Byrne ’07
 Mary Kate Gergel ’09
Golf
 Andrea Johanns ’07
 Alison Mayer ’07
Soccer
 Emily Castner ’07
 Ashley Goergen ’07
Softball 2006
 Molly Coers ’07
 Stephanie Gockley ’07
Swimming
 Jenifer Becker ’07
 Taissa Boyko ’07
 Erin Storck ’07
Tennis
 Harley Culbertson ’07
Track
 Rachel Anderson ’08
 Mary Kate Gergel ’07
Volleyball
 Jenna Passananti ’08
 Natalie Quinton ’08
 Melissa Serritella ’07
Order of the Titans




 Zach Freeman ’07
Football
 Eric Esch ’07
 Michael Mastro ’07
 Michael Stephens ’07
Golf
 Ryan Gumbel ’07
 Drew Kepple ’07
Soccer
 Christopher Miller ’07
 Mark Opal ’07
Track
 Jon Blome ’07
 Nicholas Burge ’07
 Michael Nicoletti ’07
Women
Cross Country
 Megan Byrne ’07
Golf
 Andrea Johanns ’07
 Alison Mayer ’07
Soccer
 Emily Castner ’07
 Ashley Goergen ’07
Softball
 Molly Coers ’07
 Lauren Hyland ’07
Swimming
 Jessica Hohl ’07
Volleyball
 Melissa Serritella ’07




1960 William T. Beadles, Insurance
1961 Wayne W. Wantland, Biology
1962 R. Dwight Drexler, Piano
1963 Elizabeth H. Oggel, English
1964 Rupert Kilgore, Art
1965 Dorothea S. Franzen, Biology
1966 Joseph H. Meyers, English
1967 Marie J. Robinson, Speech
1968 Bunyon H. Andrew, History
1969 Wendell W. Hess, Chemistry
1970 Jerry Stone, Religion
1971 Doris C. Meyers, Philosophy
1972 John Ficca, Drama
1973 Robert Burda, English
1974 Max A. Pape, Sociology
1975 Lucile Klauser, Education
1976 R. Bedford Watkins, Jr., Music
1977 Harvey F. Beutner, English
1978 Frank D. Starkey, Chemistry
1979 Fred B. Brian, Art
1980 Sammye Crawford Greer, English
1981 Jerry M. Israel, History
1982 John D. Heyl, History
1983 J. Robert Hippensteele, Biology
1984 Larry M. Colter, Philosophy
1985 Sue Ann Huseman, French
1986 Bruce B. Criley, Biology
1987 Michael B. Young, History
1988 Emily Dunn Dale, Sociology
1989 Pamela Buchanan Muirhead, English
1990 Thomas A. Griffiths, Biology
1991  Robert C. Bray, English
1992 John D. Wenum, Political Science
1993 Mona J. Gardner, Business Administration
1994 Paul E. Bushnell, History
1995  James D. Matthews, French
1996  Kathleen O’Gorman, English
1997 Jared Brown, Theatre Arts
1998 W. Michael Weis, History
1999 Michael C. Seeborg, Economics
2000 Teodora O. Amoloza, Sociology
2001 Carole A. Myscofski, Religion
2002 Tari Renner, Political Science
2003 Carolyn Nadeau, Hispanic Studies
2004 James Plath, English
2005 Christopher Prendergast, Sociology
2006 Mary Ann Bushman, English
